
Teacher Notes 
When to use? 

This activity is good to use at the start of a topic to help build up the 
necessary vocabulary or it could be used at the end of a topic to help 
prepare for an end-of-topic test.  

Why use? -  Learning Objectives. 

To build up a bank of river words to help with the understanding of the 
topic of rivers. 

To develop the skills of finding out necessary information. 

How to use? 

This task lends itself well to being completed by the pupils 
independently and it lends itself quite well as a homework activity. 

Similarly, this activity can be completed in a school library or computer 
room.  

Lastly, for those pupils who have access to tablet PCs, the pupils could 
access websites to complete the activity in the classroom.  

Answer Key included? 

Yes. 

Possible early finishing activities 

The pupils could then make a word search of the river words.  

 



 River vocabulary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using reference books, encyclopaedias and the internet, find definitions 
for these river words.   A full list of answers can be found at:  
                       http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/#!river-words/c1uw9  
 

Alluvium 

Channel 

Current 

Dams 

Deposition 

Downstream 

Drainage basin 

Embankments 

Erosion 

Flood plain 

Gorge 

Groundwater 

Load 

Meanders 

Mouth 

Plunge pool 

River basin 

River banks 

River bed 

River cliff 

Source 

Spurs 

Tributary 

V-shaped valley 

Waterfalls 

Watershed 
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Answers  could  include: 

Using reference books, encyclopaedias and the internet, find definitions 
for these river words.   A full list of answers can be found at:  
                       http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/#!river-words/c1uw9  
 

Alluvium  sometimes called silt. Fine Soil left  

Oxbow Lake 

Channel The channel is where a river flows.  

Current Current is the flow of water in a 

Dams A barrier constructed across a river  

Deposition The laying down of material 

Downstream Downstream is the direction 

Drainage basin the area of land drained 

Embankments A raised river bank that 

Erosion The wearing away and removal 

Flood plain The flat area at the bottom of  

Gorge A steep sided valley formed by a  

Groundwater Fresh water stored in  

Load The material carried by a river. 

Meanders A large bend in a river. 

Mouth Where the river meets the sea or  

Plunge pool A hollow at the base of a    

River basin  An area of land drained by a 

River banks The river banks are the sides 

River bed The river bed is the base of the  

River cliff The steep slope cut into the  

Source The source is where a river begins.  

Spurs A small ridge that projects sharply 

Tributary A smaller river that flows into 

V-shaped valley A valley which has been 

Waterfalls Waterfalls are a sudden fall 

Watershed The watershed is the boundary 

behind after a river floods.   

It has a bed and two banks. lake.  

certain direction. waterfall caused by erosion. 

to control the flow or raise the level of water. river and tributaries.  

carried by rivers. of the river channel. 

of a stream’s current. river channel. 

by a river and its tributaries. valley side by erosion on the outside of a bend. 

is built to prevent flooding.  

of rocks by rivers. from the side of a larger hill. 

a valley which is often flooded. a bigger river. 

waterfall. eroded by a river into a v-shaped cross-section. 

rocks and the soil. of water over a steep drop. 

 between two river basins.  


